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Christmas.
Through motives that were of the

earth earthy, Pilate allowed tho
Christ to bo crucified; but tho empire
for which the Roman potentate sacri-

ficed himself has passed awny, while
that for which his victim died has
outlived tho ages. Tho glory that
Pilate represented long ago crumbled
Into nothingness, but Christ's king-

dom, created not of Cesar but of God,
has survived, nnd shall survive.

This catnclysm of war, cited by pes-

simists and scoffers to establish that
Pilate, not Christ, has prevailed over
the soul .of man, In reality hits re-

vealed as has no other event In his-

tory the willingness of countless mill-

ions of men to acknowledge the exist-
ence of something more precious than
life Itself. He who offers bis blood for
a cause has rejected the call of earth
to heed the call of the spirit.

Tho merriment of Chrlstmns Day as
never heretofore Is founded In sorrow,
but has not tho anniversary of Him
who gavo to mankind new definitions
of llfo and death taken on, through the
very sources of that sadness, a deeper
Jcnlflcancc than It held before?

Seme Practical Dlfflcnltles of (be
Klght Hour Day.

Tho reasons influencing Professor
7. W. Jenks nnd Judge Charles B.
Howry, tbo Federal arbitrators who
have been considering tho demand of
the) Switchmen's Union - of North
America for an eight hour day, are In-

teresting not only as they Illuminate
the decision reached in this case but
aa they shed light on the difficulties
that will bo encountered in similar
disputes I

"Although ft ha seemed wise to award
a eight hour day as a standard mini-

mum 4ay, the overwhelming weight of
testimony shows that the conditions of
the various kinds of railway work are so
different that only time can determine
jut how far eight bour ehtfta can be
Worked without prohibitory cost to the
roads and undue disturbance to the
works of their patrons.

"It seems to be clearly established that
under existing conditions and probably
under even conditions of traffic less
strenuous than the present It will be
impossible to make the actual working
eight hour day effective In the case of
more than a small percentage of the
switching crews, not more than 10 per
cent during the first year."

Tho application of the eight hour
oajr to nny industry Is theoretically
simple. One gang quits nnd another
takes its plnco. Actually the transfer
of labor from one shift to another Is
not so easily accomplished, particu-
larly In employments subject to such
hazards as thoso of railroading. A
measurablo leeway must be allowed
for Incidents of tho calling, and the
establishment of n rigid rule nnd In-

fliction of severe penalties for its vio
lation would be unjust to employers
and to the public, on whom the ultl
mate cost would fall.

The Rumanian Treasures.
How great n war prize tho Teuton's

Invasion of Rumania yielded as a
holiday gift to Germany and Austria
remnlus n subject of considerable
conjecture. Tho earlier reports from
Berlin were to the effect that by the
first of tho year there would bo re
turning to tlieso countries a great
wealth of grain nnd oil, but an off-
icial communication Issued In London
Bays that tho British Minister hits
received a satisfactory report of tho
destruction by tho Rumanian Govern-
ment of most of tho oil wells nnd
refineries.

Importance Is attached to tho oil
products nnd the refineries because It
was from tlieso that the Central
Powers had tho greatest expectation
of finding a relief in Rumania to tho
pressing needs at homo. Tho most
productive wells were In tho Prahova
valley between Ploescl and the Pro-ile-

pnss, nimlnst which Gen. Fal-kunjia-

directed his first attacks.
The yield of more than 1,500.000 tons
la 1015 mid thu likelihood that this
could bo Increased to thu greater pro-
duction of years preceding the war
presented to tho Invaders n grant no
tentlollty of wealth. Germany and
Austria hud received about 08 per
cent of tho export of tho refined
products of 1015. But us the Ru-

manian Government hud treated
Irol, m hmxiIi'IH', us ooiitruhuml only
threo .t mit. uf till dfilvulltc wns
eni tii theio. ('(iiiuirleis,
lt wan the exuectittlou of lhu Ini uil.

ora to take overall of tiineAantona h
Ma been stored and to reopa tha ro--

fineries under their own management
Bnt tho report issued by the Ruma-

nian- that they had destroyed all the
manufactured products In their retreat
was not denied by the Central Powers.
If the wells and the refineries were
also destroyed tho work of reconstruc-
tion will constitute so difficult nn un-

dertaking as to make their Immediate
productivity out of tho question.

The tax of $130,000,000 imposed
upon Bucharest nnd that of $8,000,000
upon tho little town of Craiova are
being exacted by tho same rigorous
methods employed at Brussels. And
although Rumania boasts of what no
other Balkan land has, many million-

aires, it is doubtful, according to re-

ports, if these heavy exactions can
he met by either place. Both have
declared that to insist upon the In-

fliction of such severe municipal bur-

dens would cause their ruin. A modi-

fication of the terms was said to be
under consideration, although unlikely
to tie made. Tho responso of Gen-

eral Mackenskn to Emperor Will-
iam's congratulation that Bucharest
was ono of the goals "but not the
final one" would indlcnte that that
city will become tho base of further
operations In southern Europe.

Tho Austro-Germa- n attacks are at
present directed against tho Russian
forces In the Dobrudja, and tbey have
met with sufllcient success to compel
the retirement of tlie Ctmt'h forces
north toward the main line along
the Sereth. The "goal" may be
the capturo of tho Rumnnlap forces
that sought refuge behind tho Rus-
sian line or It may bo the turning of
the left flank of the long Russian front
nnd the completion of the occupation
of Rumanian territory. But General
Mackknskx'h reference to another
"goal" Is a confession that there yet
remains much to bo accomplished be-

fore he can turn over Ituninnla ns nn
assured and certain treasure.

Victoria Cross Talor.
The latest awards of the Victoria

Cross liavo gone to three officers and
two privates of English regiments, n
sergeant of n Scotch regiment nnd
n sergeant of nn Irish regiment. All
distinguished themselves by rnllylng
and leading troops under fire In most
dcsHrnte situations and storming or
holding KsltloiiH against great odds.
To Illustrate, Private Ronr.RT Riper of
the Middlesex Regiment assumed com-

mand of lib company when all tin
officers hod been killed or disabled, led
n remnant of men forward, worked n
Lewis gun, cleared the trench In front
of 111 in with It, and captured the en-

emy's position. Rmr.R received the
V. C. "for conspicuous bravery und
Initiative during nn attack."

In the first two years of the war
100 Victorln Crosses were won by men
of tlie army and navy. Regulars, Ter-
ritorials, Kitchf.nkr'a volunteers, Co
lonials, East Indians and nnval men of
oil grades qualified as heroes, n term
that Is not misapplied in their cases.
Ono of them was an elderly man who
left a wlfo aud nine children nt home
lo servo his country; another wus the
glorious boy John .Travers Cornwall,
who remained mortally wounded at his
post In tho battle of Jutland until the
end. The first to win the Crom In the
great war was Captain Francis O.

Grentcll of the Ninth Lancers, who
was wounded In both legs and n hand
nt And re jmles, Belgium, on August-- i

21, 1014, while saving the guns of the
110th Battery. lie was Invalided home
but returned to the front nnd was
killed In action. In his will Captain
Grenfell, n nephew of Field Marshal
Lord Ghenfell, left his decoration to
tho Ninth Lancers, "to whom," ho
wrote, "the honor of my gaining the
V. C. was entirely due, thanks to
tho splendid discipline and traditions
which exist In this magnificent regi-

ment" of tho First One Hundred
Thousand, the "Old Contemptlbles,"
whose story has been told by Captain
Ernest HAitiLTO.v, ono of tho few
surviving officers. Somo of the regi-
ments, tho Coldstream Gunrds for In-

stance, lost almost every officer. Tlie
Expeditionary Force had been trained
to fight to the last gasp, and there
was little of It left when the battle of
the Mnrnc was foil 'lit

What was the bravest deed that won
tho Victoria Cross can hardly be told.
It depends upon tho point of view.
Some soldiers, llko Sergeant Miciiaf.l
O'Leart nnd Lance Corporal Albert
Jacka of the Australian Imperial
Force, acquitted themselves as super-
men In nttacking the enemy. Tho In-

domitable O'Leary's achievement has
rung through the world. Jacka at
Courtney's Post In Galllpoll single
handed shot or bayoneted seven Turks
who rushed the trench he was defend-
ing, Jacka being the only man nllvo
or unwounded In it. The blood of
these first class fighting men, O'Leaky
and Jacka, was up; but there were
examples of valor when the head was
cool nnd the will dogged. Take the
case of Corporal Charles Jaiivib of
tbo Royal Engineers, who worked for
nn hour nnd u half under fire to ex
plodo charges which destroyed n bridge
on tho retreat from Mons. Private
Potts of tho Berkshire Infantry, shot
In the left thigh, dragged n worse
wounded comrade for tbreo nights on
nn Intrenching shovel at Suvla Bay,
moving only a few feet with every
enori, uiiui n liruisn treneii was
reached and a sentinel challenged
Lieutenant A. V. Smith of nn East
liiincashlro regiment threw himself
upon a grenndo that had fallen from
his hnnd and saved several officers
and men by sacrificing bis own life.

For calm nnd Indomitable heroism
what could be finer than the devotion
of Weutenont George Allan Malino
of the Medical Corps, who tit Fan- -

tiilsurt worked among tho Mounded
In (lie uicii iniiltT shell lire for twenty
six hours dressing thu umuiU of more

Itlmn 1100 meuV Mau.no nt 11 o'clock
I in eh, iuht ih.Li
i atunaaa by the (ores of big npk
I

sire shell, but "pulled himself to-

gether and resumed his work." Piper
Daniel Laidlaw of tho King's Own
Scottish Borderers at a critical mo-

ment at Looa leaped upon a trench
parapet and rallied and roused his
company with "Blue Bonnets Over the
Border" nnd 'The Standard on the
Braes of Mar." Laidlaw was
wounded nnd his pipes wero smashed,
but the Scots 'jumped from their
trenches and carried tho enemy's po-

sition. Tho pipes have been repaired
with silver mountings.

Major C. Yate of tho Second York-

shire Light Infantry was mortally
wounded and taken prisoner nt Lo
Cntean, but not until ho had led tho
nineteen survivors of his battalion of
220 men in a charge. Only three wero
on their feet at the end. "He was
seen far ahead of bis men riding sin-gl- o

banded straight for tbo enemy's
standards." That was Major George
Wheeler of tho Seventh Lancers at
Shalba, Mesopotamia, a born leader
of forlorn hopes. In this forlorn hope
he was killed.

Photographs of not all the glorious
company of Victoria Cross winner
hnvo been taken, but from scores of
pictures an impression of characteris-
tics may bo formed. There is n quiet,
steadfast look about most of the faces;
seldom, if ever, a pose of conscious
gallantry. They arc tho faces of Just
plain men who have tho Instinct of
doing their best when It Is most
needed nnd who could not leave t
comrade In tho lurch. Tho animation
In eomo faces is that of men who take
danger gayly if aggressively. Tho
V. C. man usually seems to bo the
soul of good nature. The bulldog typo
Is hardly present at all. Braggadocio
Is entirety absent. Some men do not
look the part at nil. The deathless
Yate had n small chin, n keen, laugh-
ing eye, hair parted In the middle,
and might have, been taken for n
frivolous society man. Private Potts,
the GalllN11 life Niter, has llarlng
ears, n twisted mouth, it flippant eye,
and looks absolutely unherole. .The
antecedents of some of tho V. C. win-
ners did not promise much. Corporal
Fuller, who was mentioned In Sir
John French's despatches for conspic-
uous gnllantry nt Chivy, was gradu-
ated from a reformatory.

However ordinary, of no account, or
obscuro nt home, whatever their ori-
gin and repute, It Is to bo noted that
these British soldiers wero ns famous
for doing things without orders, on
their own Initiative, ns for coolness
nnd bravery. The aristocrats who won
the coveted honor were expected to be
brave. Some of them really Inherited
heroism.

Growing Fame of a Georgia feak.
On n dny lato in June, 1804. John

ston gnvo Shkhman tlie only real
licking he encountered on his march
to the sea. It happened on the height
near Marietta, (in,, somo twenty- -

odd miles outside of Atlanta. A sol
dier from Ohio, Abraham I.andis by
namo, returned home with such vivid
memories of tho battle that when a
son was born to him on November 20,
IStKl. he named him, not for Shkr- -

man lint for ttic elevated terrain
where Johnston was victor. The
years passed, forty-on- e of them. No- -

Imdy remembered the battle mountain
except tho history books and n few
old soldiers. And then. In 1007, n
'edernl Judge out In Chicago lined

the Stnndard Oil Company S'.D.MO,- -

000. The nntlon boiled with the name
of Kknf.saw Mountain Lanpis.

Time wore on, even. If the fine
wasn't paid, nnd Judge I.anius sus-
pended n lawyer, lie did not tine
him $20,240,000, but held lilm for the
Grand Jury on charges of perjury
and conspiracy. Later he found It
necessary to order him to Jail for
contempt of court. The lawyer
pleaded for delay, urging that ho was
exacting nn heir. Go, said the court,
but you must make good on that ex
cuse. Tho lawyer, returning to the
bnr of Justice, cried: "It's a boy nnd
I've named him Kknksaw Mountain
Lanpih Hujienhtkin." Court was

ns was fitting.
Tho future of tho lawyer is unim

portant In comparison with tho future
of tho name. It Is, or ought to be,
a snowball, gathering ns It rolls on
through the nges. Thoso who tnke
it must accept It entire. Its first
member cannot be dropped, becauso
"Mountain" ulono means nothing; nor
can thnt necessary and now proper
noun bo discarded. "Landls" must
remain because It Is more famous
than tho buttle Itself.

In 2010, when Kknesaw Moun
tain LANUIS HunENHTEIN MaI.ONICY

Schultz Johnson runs for Mayor of
Chicago, who shall bo itgalnst him?

It is impossible to keep n good
mountain down.

The Amateur In the Kitchen.
Tho amateur Is just now highly

praised In more than one department.
In the theatre tho amateur, we arc
told In youthful and enthusiastic
quarters, whether ho bo tho play-
wright or tlie actor, Is much more Im
portant thnn the experienced artist,
who hits been wasting years In nc
quiring tho technical means of his
profession. Then In photography the
amateur has been acclaimed as su
perior to tho plodding professional
who thought It was worth whllo to
learn his buslucss. The amateur dec
orator has becomo so numerous that
tho difference between tho profes
sional and the dilettante Is scarcely
discernible. Tlie amateur milliner
ns well as tho seamstress has long
been it fnmlly friend. Tho child In
art has recently been appreciated
with vwitiutli by I lie critical.

Now the amateur cook has come
Into tlio foreground; no longer Is thn
fumlly dlutng room the only place in

I which the merits pt JmM epabad ar

tides are to be enjoyed. The tea room
in ono form or another la now
stretched from Washington Square to
Harlem. Its advantages as they are
set forth In its claim to public sup-
port lie In its differences from the
restaurant of commerce. Tho viands
of tho tea room nro thoso of tho
home; avowedly of the kind tho head
of tho family used to make.

Tho generous support that these
amateur restaurants hnvo received
shows that they nro filling a gastro-
nomic need. Tho principal secret of
their success seems to He In tho em-

ployment of n bluo ribbon of some
kind or another, whoso talents had
heretofore been devoted to tho ser-
vice of n family rather than to n
public eating house. Whether she be
from Sweden or Ireland or Virginia
her past services have been confined
to tho kitchen of what may bo called
for purposes of more exact descrip-
tion "a private family." It Is by pro-
viding what tho chef has never been
able to give to his wider clrclo that
the home cook has made herself use-
ful In the community nnd established
an undenlnblo vogue for the amateur
In n now field ; for whatever her skill
may be in tho art of the home kitchen
she is n dilettante In tho professional
restaurant.

The Budget Stands.
The attempt to override Mayor

MiTcur.L's vetoes of the Aldennanlc
reductions of the 1017 budget foiled
of success by eleven votes. Tho Tam-
many majority in tho board was not
ablo to win tbo nsslstanco It needed
from the supporters of the administra-
tion, and the financial programme ar-
ranged by the executive officers of the
city will bo errled out In Its entirety.

Tho changes pnqiosed In tho budget
by tho Aldermen were neither logical
nor well ndvlscd. They would bare
prevented the Introduction of gravely
needed reforms without appreciably
benefiting the taxpayers. They wore
tho npiH'nranco of pinpricks rather
than of sincere efforts to better tbo
budget, nnd nt no time wero they
tnken seriously by the public.

Thero are Inequalities In compen-
sation among nuinlclp.il employees
that should bo corrected, and extrava-
gances that should be eliminated, but
the method followed by the Board of
Aldermen In Its treatment of the
budget held.no promise of real relief
or permanent Improvement

Employees of the court house at
Mlucola aro puzzled over tho right name
for H white bird which has been seen
nbout the court house lawns for the
past few days. Some, bird lovers think
It Is a whlto robin : others bold that n
white blackbird has been found, Tho
Hrooklyn Kaglt.

It is tho dovo of peace, but nobody
can blamo tho Long Island naturalists
for not recognizing It.

representative Kdenezcr J. Hiu, of
Connecticut lllevcs the Interests of
tho Republican party would lc ad
vanced by consolidating the national
nnd tho Congressional committees
nnd tho selection of now officers.
Under tho present system tho com
mittees frequently Interfcro with each
other utul their spheres of activity
overlap. A contribution of centraliza
tion and simplicity might bo nn ad
mirable Christmas gift to tho party.

How do the homecoming soldiers of
Squadron A like our climate?

This day 140 years ago Washington
crossed tho Delaware without tho aid
of nn explanatory statement.

Christmas tree for birds Is richly
hung. .Vru jpoprr headline.

And how did tlio much discussed
sparrow family behavo nt tho party?

Tho Slad Hatter nnd the March Haro
nro Interesting ns diplomats. "It was
tho best butter," but it shouldn't havo
Is-e- put into the watch works with tho
bread knife. "Somo crumbs got In."

The First Church and the riymouth
Church of Mllford, Conn., nro divided
by a quarrel which began in 1737. and
havo recently refused to compose their
old differences, Tho Land of Steady
Habits deserves its title; certainly its
people aro steadfast In their disputes.

Geologists say human bones found In
Florida deposit nre 125,000 jenrs old.
Xcicapapcr headline.

Perhaps theso early visitors In
fossillferous Florida died of disappoint-
ment attending failure to discover the
Fountain of Perpetual Youth.

A Washington despatch Informs us
that If railroad legislation is taken up
In Congress after tho Christmas recess
both houses will work ten or twelve
hours a day. A flnu example for the
guardians of our liberties to act!

Welcome to tho delegates to tho
eighth annual convention of tho In-
tercollegiate Socialist Society, who will
bo In town this week. Wo can Imagine
no moro Innocently diverting way for
college boys to spend the holidays.

The modern Jack Horner pulls out a
bonus.

Peace and flood Will.
Chrlstmns I But can we apeak of

"Peace on Earth"
While halt tho world sounds out the

call "To Arms!"
And blood showers warm from men's

shell shattered hearts
Drench earth from Ilattlo to the Tied

Sea's flood?

Tea still! For though wur'a sword may
kill tho clay,

No weapon such can kill the hope of
man;

They klllod the "Prince of Peace," but
Peace Uvea on

And still Its deathless message gives to
alt.

I give you yet then, aa our Christmas
toastt

"Peace and flood Will" with fellowship
sincere,

'Twlxt us nnd every land, and they to
all.

I'caco that shall come for aye through
faith's great call,

Bev, Wnxuu Cartes, d. D,
Btnonm, Psaeinhar M

"IS THERE A SANTA CLAUSr
The Christmas Classle Beyrlatetl la

Ketyonte to Xaauroas Beqaeitf.
The subjoined letter is taken from

among tho many of similar Import
which have come to us during the
past week, as Is usual at this season, dry territory on the continent."
They show the undying Interest of the Montana has 14,201 square miles of
editorial artlclo written by tho late territory and Is as big as New Kngland,
Frank Pharccllus Church nearly New York, New Jersey and Tennuyl-twent- y

years ago In reply to the vanla, combined, but Instead of the
of little Virginia O'Hanlon. 000,000 people living In this Eastern ter-A- t

the same time we havo been sup- - rltory the big dry State haa about the
plying copies of tho text to scores of same population as the District of

and weekly and monthly lumbla. The people of Montana have
periodicals In various parts of the plenty of room, with a squaro mllo for
country, and to persons dcslrlnir to every man and bis wife who have no
rcproduco it for holiday circulation , children.
among their friends. Perhaps no other
editorial article ever written haa been
republished so often or haa been read
by bo many millions of people who
havo come to regard It aa ono of the
loveliest utterances of the Christmas
sentiment:

To Till EDitea or Tns Sen Sir I im
an old time reader of Tns Acs and have ""'"cu ' - '
a little ulrl. Anna, who aremlnsly la doubt- - I tho sut P"Prly to mix the uhls-fu- l

about thera nr a. Santa. ciau." I key. Senator Carter s appeal was elTcc--

totd her that If aha looka In Tub Bus en
Chrlatmaa morning aha will b convinced these millions for irrigation In Montana,
by reading tho famoua reply of one of t,6 Agricultural Department recom-you- r

old etaff wrltera .to little Virginia --,.nj.,t a. tnr .,., rmmtrv.
O'Hanlon, which I have oflenttmta read I

with much pl.aaura. Pleaae do not fall
I

to reprint It In your coming Chrlatmaa
number. D. K. C.

LliiaiTit, N. J., December IT.

Is There a Santa Clans?
From Tns Res of Btrttmttr SI, 1197.

Wo tako ploasuro in answering at
once and thus prominently tho com--
munlcatlon below, expressing at tho
nnmo time our great gratification that
its faithful author Is numbered nmoriK
tho friends of Tub Sun:

Dm Kniroa: I am 8 yeara old.
Somn of my little frlende aay thera la no

Panln Claua.
I'apa. aaya "If you tea It In Tna SDN

ll'a no."
I'ieaia tell me the truth: la thare a Santa

Clu? VtaaiMt O'IUnlos.
lir. Wrr NiNnT-rirr- it Hnm.
Virginia, your little friends nre

wrong. Tlicy hnvo been affected by
tlio scepticism of a sceptical ngc. They
lo not bollcvo except they see. Tltey

think that nothing can bo which la not ;

comprehcnslblo by their llttlo minds.
All minds. Virginia, whether they bo
men's or children's, are little. In this
great universe of ours man is a mere
Insect, an ant. In his Intellect, ns com-- 1

pared with tho boundless world about
him. ns measured by tha intelligence
capable of grasping tho whole of truth
and knowledge.

Yes. Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. '

He exlstn ns certainly as lovo nnd gen- -
eroslty nnd devotion exist, nnd you
know that they abound and glvo to
your life its highest beauty nnd Joy.
AlasI how dreary would lie tho world
if there wern no anta Claus. It
would be as dreary as if there were
no Virginias. There tvould bo no child- - I

like faith then, no poetry, no romance
to make tolerablo this existence. Wo
should havo no enjoyment, except In i

sense and eight. Tho eternal light
with which childhood fills tho world
would be extinguished.

Not hollcvu in Santa Claus! You
might as well not believe In fairies!
You might get your papa to hire men
to watch In all tho chimneys on Christ-
mas Kve to catch Santa Claus, but
even if they did not boo Santa Claus
coming down, whnt would that provo?
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but thnt is
no sign that there is no Santa Claus.
The most real things In the world are

of
you

not,

Nobody or

tear

Is the
the of

tear apart. Only fancy,
poetry, romance, aside
that curtain nnd vlow picture
supernal beauty beyond. Is

all Ah, Virginia, In this
world there la nothing else and
abiding.

Claus! Thank God!
lives, nnd ho lives forever. A thou-san- d

years from now, Virginia, nay,
ten times ten thousand years from
now, ho will make glad
the heart of childhood.

LIQUOR WITHDRAWALS.

Effect of the .Storage Period Limita-
tion Questioned.

To EDtTon op The Sir:
tiodfrcy that the increased

revenue from taxes on liquor during
past llscal year fact
that tight year period storage
in bond expired, making tho large
withdrawals of paid

There Is nothing In this attempted
The quantity withdrawn

becuuse the expiration the eight
year not materially
than former vearat taxea on

ititra-tnns- tnira til AAA AAA

Mr. Godfrey says that this' year
better than and

a from a normal year. If he
refer to the ofllelnl reports

Internal Revenue Bureau he will find
that consumption during the past
fiscal year is nearly 4,000,000 gallons
abovo the average for the post years,
notwithstanding the fact that more than
half the population coun
try is under statewide local
prohibition. II. I.,.

New December

Sunday and the Law.

io j'.oiTon Of Sir. When
it will ho nlimv.

us wo might now think It
referred those laklm- - t

earthly but also to the poor In
spirit, the mentally Impoverished.

idea from efforts of
tn

breathe llfo Into an ancient about
Hundny amusements.

The Is the only mill-
ions of workers to seek learning
entertainment. Mayor Uaynor always
said the seventh day was of
peace, rest nnd and
lenged all evidence, Biblical or other
wise, to rmlninn
.Ii. slice Plntt .hel rT-l-l PiTtawi ot m.Tim.

w.uuKuu., to
countries far worse than the people
who them.

tenons Michel.
flnooKt.TN, December 23.

rutting It lis),
Flow the Halm Weekly.

Some surli a knack
a flzzle of they undertake

that may rif&UaOr oall tlMta aat
canfut mtwtmt.

DRY MONTANA.

Political Effect of UafaTofaMe Cllma- -

tie Coailtloai.
EoiTon or Bun Str; Mon

tana has adopted prohibition, and It Is
appropriately heralded aa "the !gge

Montana has a reputation dryness
wnicn wm help peopio io accepi.
prohibition. The greatest effort or
late Senator Tom while in pub- -
no was to convince senate
It aid in reducing dryness
of Montana appropriating mill-

ions money to irrigate tho and
If tiaht.atit.- - n man. lift

Li.i j u

tlve, after Uncle had spent

S' jth y.f.ar,mln.B.", " ...
, ,,,i,

mlw ... ,u.,,.,
hlbltlon harmonlxea the Constitution
with the landscape and the hab-

its of the majority tho people. If
the State had the population of its cor-

responding territory In the Knst nnd
their habits, prohibition cause
heart burnings on the hand nnd
hope of a dry on the other, ltut
where only man and wlfo In n
fjuare nro without tho accommod.v

tlon a saloon, is such a denial
of personal rights en masse sumptu-
ary legislation us to nroune tho sympa-
thy of wholn country.

It would requlro n thousand square
mllea of Montana to support kmIooii,

and tho travel is great to ride,
In an automobile, for a noonday glass
of beer or a nightcap.

Prohibition must bo n success In Mon-

tana outside of tho mining town of
Ilutte, which less thnn 40,000 popu
lation, and the nuttelles never did care
,nut,' nbou I',wl"; ,'l1,t ,vr,,tJ "."l1"
way regardless of constitutions nnd
utes. The, npproprlnteness of prohlbl- -
llon 'n Montana Is that It compels tho
VP" conform to their natural sur--

""""'tf'I. Tom Carter. In eloquent plea for
Irrigation, complained that Montana
"0,?r ,,,1atlhc .11c0", "'?d com"
m;,iu iu iniiittir- - lim lain.-- , nu.u icaill i'

llvo without drinking while at home.
Prohibition written Into Constitution
of Montana, taken In connection with
the conditions Imposed by nature, pre-

sents a beautiful symphony In dryness.
too lifter heroic efforts of her

statesmen to niako State
liberal upproprlntlona from the Federal
Treasury.

it simply allows that the people
Montana nro supermen, but ordinary

beings, who In tho end surrender
the inevitable and go back to original

conditions and harmonize with face
of nature In tho biggest dry tcnltnry
on the American continent. 11.

Washington, D. c, December

POST OFFICE SURPLUSES.

Would an Impartial Bookkeeper
Able to Find Them!

To Koitob oi Titr. Sen Sir; In
The Sun appears statement that

Postmastcr-Ccner- declares there

borne largely tho owners of the rail
road securities.

If oneo a clean, business statement of
the. Post OtTlco Department of this coun-
try given to public similar to
what Is demanded from any largo busi-
ness corporation, it might glvo cause
thought to many who favor Oovernment
ownership railroad-.- .

Naturally the Improvident, "tired"
ones nnd tho much smaller number of
really unfortunates would care, as
under pretent methods raising
liovernmont a largo part of
fundi necessary to make up operating
dellclts would come from active,
pushing and those who, after

ears of hard work nnd economies, bad
saved up enough to Insure a comfort-
able In their old Senkx.

Atlantic Citt, N. J December

CAN RUDENESS WIN?
Impoliteness as a Weapon In the Fight

for Equal .Suffrage.
To the IlDiTon of Tiie Sun Sir: Can

anything be more preposterous than to
think President Wilson could have any

' a feeling of disgust a cause
I which shows such a broad streak of
' " was exemplified when the

1. ...... j .... . ......""""r umwuu ny u.oso cnnuisii
' wmen in Washington?

Surely If anybody had been so
rune me tiipe very
women who thought they could drive
him to commit himself In such n

way would suggest the very kind
of punishment I think should be dealt

to thorn.
I am certain they have tho date

universal suffrage a long way oft
by this exhibition of unprcparcdncss
Its rcsonslblllty. IIeadeii.

OnANO Haven, Mich., December

llnstr Pnddlnc.
ms v. n... our. an-.- - in

aiscussion started uy Henry Wat.
","b ' no poei

woMM'i sung praises of Indian
corn 1 nav8 Becn " mention of a poom
called "Hasty Pudding," written by Joel
Harlow, of former Ministers to
France. Morius.

New December

TRADE BRIEFS.
Veneer Beats nnd backs for chairs nnd

for chair seats are In In
Switzerland.

Tha Peruvian Congress authorizedrtM.i of industrial achool
In city of Iqultoa. It will be paid

on exported rubber,
Ship chandlera' anppllea are needed 1n

Spain.
Hsyptlan Arms have made Inquiries

about priced plriuure.niltomobltes,
In tho Kuyol consular district.

Ainris UlanUs, tnuiliiln or li.ivlni; M hnr-M-

orange m.indnrl.ie craps
befure fruit ripen, uf the

of a fly that causes fruit to
American horseshoe nail art In demand

la Canary Island aa result of tha
avis (rata stuh

those that neither children nor men was n surplus 5,:oo,000 during the
can sec. Did ever seo fairies present year In the department,
dancing on tho lawn? Of courso i Can It be that ealarlcs of nil
but that's no proof that they not postmaster' of country nro charged
there. can conceive Imagine ngalnst expenses of department
nil the wonders there unseen and In making up thin statfiuciit?
unseeable in the .world. Naturally no ono would expect a Oov- -

You may apart the baby's ernment department to consider as a
rattle nnd see what makes tho noise debit charge such a trifle as a fair

but there a veil covering terest rate on cost to Govern-unsee- n

world which not strongest various post olllco buildings,
man. nor. even tho united strength of, and It Is generally understood that
nil the strongest men that ever lived, .coat of transporting parcel post Is
could faith,

love, can push
nnd the

nnd glory
It real? all

real
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THE YOUNG AMERICAN POET WHQ

DIED FIGHTING IN FRANCE.

A Volume of Verse by Alaa Seeger t the Ferelrn Legion Will ricase (hi

Frieath ef MaAbeed ant Letters.

Llko and unlike tho cose of Rupert
Drooke Is that of Alan Seerer. Both
were young poets of performance not
Inconsiderable and of promise greater
still. Both died on tho field of battle.
But tho Kngllshman served mankind
through servlco to his country, while
tho American soldier In the Foreign
Legion fought under an alien banner
becauso his own nation had no part
In the "world war."

There may be in the Foreign Legion
many soldiers of fortune. But there
aro many more who follow Its flag
from other motives than the appetite
for adventure. Alan Seeger was not
n swashbuckler, not n hunter of liter-
ary material. He fought for his faith.
A man of his sort does not enlist in
the Foreign Legion out of curiosity
or the craving for excitement. Men
like Seeger show Europe what kind
of men this country can produce.

Benders of Tub Sun will recall those
vividly written, welt balanced reports
which young Seeger sent to this news-
paper, straight from the trenches.
They must also recall his "Odo In
Memory of tho American Volunteers
Fallen for France," which Seeger was
to havo read near tho statue of Lafey-ett- o

and Washington In Paris last
Memorial Day. In those splendid
verses ho gavo tribute to "Our In-

trepid few Obscurely fallen here be-

yond tho seas," whose death makes It
Impossible for scoffers to say "that
from n war where freedom was at
stako America withheld and, daunted,
stood aside."

Of those who "Fell In tha sunny
morn and flower of their years" waa
Seeger himself; of those "Who not un-

mindful of tbo ancient debt, Came
back tha generous path of Lafayette";
of those iwhom ho apostrophized:
Double your glory la who perished thus,
Tor you have died for France and vindi-

cated u.
His own lines fit himself:

On thone red flelde where blow with furl- -
oua blow

Wa. countered, whether th. .Ig.ntle fray
Ttolled by the Meuie or at thn Hole Sabot,

Arcenta of oura were In the fierce melee:
And on thono furtheat rlma of hallowed

ground
Where the forlorn, the gallant charge

expire.
When the plain bugler long haa ceased

to eound,
And on the tangled wlree

The lait wild roily atagftre. crumbles,
frtopi..

Withered beneath the ahrapnel'a Iron
ehow ere

Noit, heaven b thanked, we gave a few
brare drop;

Now, lieaM. be thanked, n few brave
drops were our.

There speaks not the poet who choso
to 1 a soldier, but tho soldier .who
bad tho gift of poet speech. How the
lines ring! Find, if you can, affecta-
tion or other littleness In this:
There, holding 'till, In frozen eteadfait-ne- e.

Their bayonets toward the beckoning fron-
tiers.

They lie our comrades Ha among their
peers.

Clad In the glory of fallen warriors.
Orlm clu.tere under thorny trellises.
Pry, farthest foam upon disastrous shore-- ,
I.caeea that made last year beautiful, atlll

strewn
E'en aa they fell, unchanged, beneath the

chanflns moon;
And earth In her divine Indifference
Holla on, and many paltry things and

mean
Trate to be heard and caper to be aeen.
nut they are silent, ralmi their eloquence
Is that Incomparable attitude;
No human presences their witness are.
Hut summer clouda and aunset crimson

l.uej,
And showers and night winds and tha

northern star.
Nay, een our salutations seem profane,
Opposed to their I'lyslan quietude;
Our salutations calling from afar.
Prom our Ignoble plane
And undlstlnctton of our lesser pans;
Hall, brothers, and Arcwell; you are twice

blessed, brave hearts.
Seeger's poems nre now published

by the house of Scrlbner; we have
read them with growing pleasure as
tho pages passed and with growing

CRIME'S PUNISHMENT.

Shall the Convict "(Setting Even" Be
Encouraged?

To TitEKniTonorTitr. Sun Sir: Com-

missioner Hurd's article on Sing Sing
prison merits earnest consideration. The
Osborne system Is said to be

while the old system Is characterized
ns repressive and alms to punish men
for crime. The Commissioner, however,
slates specifically that the new system
disdains tlie "slightest nim at punish-
ment." Hence tho alternative Is pro-seat-

of choosing punishment for crime
under tha old system or changing to

under the new.
Wo aro Informed, however, that "a

deep spiritual gulf separates these two
. systems, Yes, Indeed. The difference
' nbou' as Breal between right and
wrong. Punishment for sin Is Scriptural
moreover, the punishment In most cases
carries the corollary of pity.

in the fall of 1915 a
meeting was held In Mount Vernon.
Hcvcr.il from Sing Sing wero
on tho platform and two of them ad-

mitted serlng long terms for crimes
committed wantonly. One, after serving
ten years for burglary, brazenly avowed
that ho sought to "get even" with so-

ciety by robbing a bank. In fact the
"getting even" Idea was emphasized by
three of the speakers, nnd not one word
was uttered against such a poor excuse
fur crime. Much better to have Incul
cated "moral education and Hlmulus" by
telling the convicts that they owe so
ciety a humblo apology for their wan-
ton attack upon It; that contrition for
crime Is far better than trying to "get
oven" with society.

It Is hoped that tha new administra
tion will not Install a syi-tc- that will
render Sing Sing tin attractive place for
thugs, thieves and murderers,

Wilijam West,
CnANfonn, N. ,I December 23.

Punishing Mania Claua,
What shall we do to Santa Claus

This burglar of a fellow
Who breaks Into our houses when

Tho Cbrlstmaa moon are mellowT
What shall he pay In Judgment wh

Without the slightest warning.
We bring the culprit Into court

This tarly Christmas morning?

Since Kanta only ateat our heart
And leaves behind for pajment

Smh dulls and garni and hooks and toa
And Intel t'hrUlin.n raiment,

Why not give st i.teni e i the court
Of llttlo lei)s and misses

A flne ot fifty year of love,
raid bjr oorattr in kiaetil

regret that there can never be sncej.
slve volumes carrying on to rlpn frmt.l
age the promise of this first tin. a. I
erlng. For here Is an attthentlo volcrii
of poetry. Here Is youth singing bt.l
cnuno oi joy in us ncart: the joy 0discovery, the Joy of battle, ftom
sensual Joys are celebrated, too; rti,
an exuberanco not unattractive, a'.
though it least of nil the young potfi
qualities would have aiirvlvrd win
him. He is kin to Keats. He tnim
have read Swinburne or nyron xn
more pleasure thnn he read, ny
drowning or even tne lyric Lord Al.
ireu. ins dook is not Shcliey'x,

Rhythm was his natural
rhyme not a stumbling block In tlii
way or nis native poetic vocalnihtj.
His pages are eloquent, his Imngfry
clear and honest; and with the ef.
fervrscence of youth he had the dignity
not pompous nor stilted, which got,
with self-respe- ct and respect for ou?
art, inborn and gallantly cultivate!
AKnVO nil. tllftrn nrn vnrtAtt. lit .1- .- ......
ter and fitly changing grace in th If
manner. And theso assertions nre r.nt
the residue of analytic criticism, but
note the actual characteristic 0f 4
book that must be regarded not merely
aa a curiosity, a monument to t,.
poetry that wo might havo had from
Alan 6ccgcr had ho lived, but n.
welcome and honorabln contribution.
Just ns it stands, to the be.it In th
American poetry of this clay when
tne misled maker or verse nnrt thE
mischievous charlatan "prate to b"it
heard and caper to lm seen."

Becauso Seeger was such u poet nm!
his poems were such as they nre. antl
because tho genuinely quickened in.
terest in poetry of Americans of this
day has been so miscalculated and nV
scurcd by quacks of "form" und r.o
form, this substantial collection of no.
odd pages of real poetry must mm
mand nttentlon, even on the part of
persons who do not ordinarily concert,
themselves with such matters. Th- -

technical Interest i.t completely om
?,owed V the "human" Interest, for

u gallant youngster snlntiliic
his own substance into sparkling web.,
of beauty.

Ho was sufficiently American. Hp
father and mother both wero of Ne
Kngland, nnd he wns lporn In Nm
York, June 22. 18S8. Ills first ten
years the family lived on JJtatcn .

From 1300 to tho hoy's font,
teenth year he lived In Mexico. Tlien
ho went to school at Tarry town.
spent a year In southern California,
and then entered Harvard, where

graduated In 1910. After t
restless years in New York, lie went
to Paris and had his bit of bohemi
He signed Into tho legion, not to was.
the gunpowderless ur ng.ilnst n
that some poets yearn for. but to flit!
for freedom, nnd for his Movci
France. And lie was a good soldier

Mr. William Archer, who write.
biographical nnd only silently crltlca.. ftintroduction to thesn poems, hold
high as n formative Inlluencn the tint
spent In Mexico. Its effect shows I.

IR tropic warmth In many llne., a
, Mexican ncenes nre tho material f
some of Seeger's poems. But to man
persons It will li pleasing to thin,
that Into tho making of this p..et wen'
not least importantly the cooler rfi'
of the years spent on the hills over
looking this city's wonderful hathor
nnd the years pusscd beside our lonll
river. They will choose to see In tb
poems a pleasing combination of fcrvu
and sense.

The death that Alan Peeger d.e.'
"somewhere In France." will gain for
his poems an audience of the curlou
and the sentimental, but for those w' n

are genuinely concerned with Atnti.
lean manhood and American letters
no such adventitious Interest is nerd-- u

to establish tho right to rccognltloi
alike of the poems nnd the poet, llotb
enforce tho Justice of tho view heli
by some of us who nre not too light"",
optimistic, that this country, for at
Its distresses nnd mnnlfeet dcllclen
cies, Is not lacking in either innnl.
ness or tho appreciation of beauty.

TWO-FIFT- Y A DAY.

Chrlstnas Thoughts of a Faithful Jin.'
nlclpal Worker.

To THE EDtTOa Of TUB FUN SlfT 1

am a city employee and I work i'

Sundays and legal holidays. I put Ir
eight houra dally and fifty-il- x hours In .1

week. My wages nre $2.G0 n day since
1806, and In eleven years I lime not I

received a single cent Increase. That !

the Itureau of Standards nnd the Hoard
of Estimate think all a mnn Is worti
Is 2 or $2.S0 a day during his life aa a ,

city employee, nnd w nro n faithful
as horses until we break down,

Tlie Western t.'nlon Telegraph Com-
pany wilt give messenger boys J2f

; the Standard Oil Company
has Increased laborers' pay, but we nr'.
used worse than Mutilans, Iteg.irdltic
Sunday nnd legal holidays, we do nn'
get fifty-tw- o Sundays and ten lcga
holidays or as much vacation time t-

ithe gang In the City Hall nnd Mumcip'
Building.

I suppose the Itureau of Stamlatd a
will say mock prayers on chrlsttibiH
for doing nothing for men earning from (

1600 to $900 a year Figure out 12 jo
ft day for 803 working days; figure out m
JI.50 a day for 313 working days, tic ;3
tire out $2.00 a day f"r 25 wnrku a

das. Klcven, twelve or fourteen it t - f;

vacation is what the man In overn '3
FMJia. ...... 1. iii-.- i..J rj rivill 1111 J r i..

.1.- -. .... ... :SI
I'fKun i.iui iii.iixi'? niy email "i en ;s
.. I. T 1 ... 'K
it cc.. 1 ii.ivu tu uuy my tiw n u

forms, rubbor boots, rubber coat and oriJ
and winter gloves all on i'i.iO a day V

faithful old war hnrso I am.
At the last election more than 2.0"'1

voters wrote my name on tha ball t

for President uf the Hoard of Aide
men ns a protest to tho City Halt g.i
on account of the poor pay, wtui' -
Tammany or the llepubllcuus or ' " til
fusion party Is In power. Some 11 H
tne iworiy paid deserving labor. I,
trcet rJeuuers, drivers and others w I t

elact men to office who will give llv.ng
wagetr and do away with the hour'v
pay system of the "per diem"
men. X will work my full eight hours
again this Chrlatmaa Day.

How many more years am I going to
work for $2.50 n day? I never 1, t
married. On such a salary ca-- i is

menibciH of the Hoard of Ksllnviti' '

for eiirs and r.ilsn n f.imlh "

man in overalls lias tail gut a '
I'.vcry polltli luu I'mukx us wmu'
men, as I know fiotn my own v
nee. wiwam Waiix.

eVaar Home, "December 3S.


